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SECTION 028040 
SODDING 

 
 
1.  DESCRIPTION 
 
This specification shall govern all work necessary for furnishing and placing sod as required to 
complete the project. 
 
2.  MATERIALS 
 
Fertilizer: All fertilizer used shall be delivered in bags or containers with clearly marked 

analysis.  A granulated fertilizer shall be used with an analysis of 10-20-10.  
These figures represent the percent of nitrogen, phosphoric acid and potash 
nutrients, respectively, as determined by the methods of the Association of 
Official Agricultural Chemists.  The rate of application shall be not less than 350 
pounds per acre (7.23 lb. per 100 SY).  In the event that it is necessary to 
substitute a fertilizer with a different analysis, it shall be granulated fertilizer with 
a lower concentration.  The total nutrients applied per unit area shall not be less 
that the specified amount of each nutrient. 

 
Sod:  Sod shall consist of live Bermuda grass with thickly matted roots throughout the 

soil and with a minimum thickness of 3”, or live St. Augustine with thickly 
matted roots throughout the soil with a minimum thickness of 1”.  The 
Contractor shall not use sod where grass is thinned out.  Grass shall be mowed 
and raked to remove all weeds and long stems prior to extraction at the source.  
Sod and soil shall be kept moist at all times during the sodding process.  Care 
must be taken at all times to retain native soil on the root system. 

 
Water:  Water shall be free from oils, acids, alkalis, and salts that may inhibit grass 

growth.  Unless indicated otherwise on the drawings, water shall be provided by 
the Contractor and shall be transported and applied by the Contractor. 

 
3.  CONSTRUCTION METHODS 
 
Spot Sodding: Prior to planting, the area to be sodded shall be graded and shaped.  Squares of 

sod with a minimum width of 3” shall be planted in rows on 15” centers in both 
directions.  Sod shall be placed so that it is firmly against the bottom of the hole, 
and the top of the sod shall not be more than 1/2" below finished grade.  Soil 
shall be firmly packed against all sides of the sod.  Soil shall not be allowed to 
cover the sod except for soil incidental to raking, provided that the quantity of 
soil is not enough to hinder the growth.  Areas to be spot sodded shall be 
indicated on the drawing or as directed by the OAR in field.  After sod has been 
planted, the area shall be fertilized and watered. 
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Block Sodding: Prior to planting, the area to be sodded shall be graded and shaped.  Sod blocks 
shall be uniformly placed over the prepared area.  The sodded area shall then be 
fertilized and watered.  After the area is sufficiently dry, the area shall be rolled 
or tamped to form a thoroughly compacted mat.  Any voids in the mats shall be 
filled with additional sod and tamped.  If, in the opinion of the OAR, slopes may 
cause displacement, areas to be block sodded shall be indicated on the drawings 
or as directed by the OAR in the field. 

 
Mulch Sodding: The sod source shall be disked in two directions cutting the sod thoroughly to a 

depth of not less than 4” or more than 10”, being careful to avoid having soil 
containing no grass roots.  The disked sod may be windrowed or otherwise 
handled in a manner satisfactory to the OAR.  The material shall be rejected if 
not kept in a moist condition. 

 
Prior to placing mulch sod, the cut slopes shall be scarified by plowing furrows 4” to 6” deep along 
horizontal slope lines at 2’ vertical intervals.  Excavated material from the furrows shall not 
protrude more than 3” above the original surface of the cut.  Fertilizer shall be distributed uniformly 
over the area.  The sod shall then be dumped upon the prepared area and spread uniformly to the 
required approximate thickness shown on the plans. 
 
Any section not true to lines and cross section shall be remedied by the addition of sod material.  
After the sod material has been spread and shaped, it shall be compacted with a corrugated roller of 
the "Cultipacker" type.  All rolling of slope areas shall be on the contour.  The area to be mulch 
sodded shall be indicated on the drawings or as directed by the OAR in the field. 
 
4.  MEASUREMENT AND PAYMENT 
 
Unless otherwise specified on the Bid Form, spot sodding and block sodding shall be measured by 
the square yard taken in a horizontal plane.  
 
Payment shall include, but not be limited to, excavation, transporting, storing and placing of sod, 
and application of fertilizer and water. 


