
SECTION 022022 
TRENCH SAFETY FOR EXCAVATIONS 

 
 
1.  DESCRIPTION 
 
This specification shall govern all work for providing for worker safety in excavations and 
trenching operations required to complete the project. 
 
2.  REQUIREMENTS 
 
Worker Safety in excavations and trenches shall be provided by the Contractor in accordance with 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) Standards, 29 CFR Part 1926 Subpart P - 
Excavations. 
 
It is the sole responsibility of the Contractor, and not the City or Engineer or Consultant, to 
determine and monitor the specific applicability of a safety system to the field conditions to be 
encountered on the job site during the project. 
 
The Contractor shall indemnify and hold harmless the City and Engineer and Consultant from all 
damages and costs that may result from failure of methods or equipment used by the Contractor to 
provide for worker safety. 
 
Trenches, as used herein, shall apply to any excavation into which structures, utilities, or sewers are 
placed regardless of depth. 
 
Trench Safety Plan, as used herein, shall apply to all methods and materials used to provide for 
worker safety in excavation and trenching operations required during the project. 
 
3.  MEASUREMENT AND PAYMENT 
 
Measurement of Trench Safety shall be by the linear foot of trench, regardless of depth.  
Measurement shall be taken along the centerline of the trench.  
 
Measurement for Excavation Safety for Utility Structures shall be per each excavation.  
Excavations include, but are not limited to, those for manholes, vaults, pits and other such 
structures that are incidental to utility work. 
 
Measurement for Excavation Safety for Special Structures shall be per each excavation or by the 
lump sum for each special structure identified in the Proposal. 
 
Payment shall be at the unit price bid and shall fully compensate the Contractor for all work, 
equipment, materials, personnel, and incidentals as required to provide for worker safety in trenches 
and excavations for the project. 
 
 
Revision current for Texas Code Chapter 756 Subchapter C. Trench Safety. 
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