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TO: Peter Zanoni, City Manager
FROM: Nicholas Winkelmann, P.E., Chief Operating Officer
COPY: Mayor Pro Tem & City Council

SUBJECT: WATER SUPPLY UPDATE NO. 72

DATE: September 4, 2026

Corpus Christi Water (CCW) continues to advance multiple water projects to add new water
supply sources. The strategic goal is to develop a diverse water supply portfolio that includes
surface water, wastewater reuse, groundwater, and seawater.

Surface Water

Western Reservoirs (Lake Corpus Christi and Choke Canyon Reservoir)

As of today, Lake Corpus Christi is at 88.7% capacity, compared with 17.0% one year ago and a
decrease of 1.5% from last week. The USGS Nueces River gauge at Three Rivers, Texas, reports
a streamflow of 83.8 cubic feet per second, compared with 151 cubic feet per second last week.

Choke Canyon Reservoir is currently at 23.2% capacity, compared with 11.9% one year ago and
a decrease of 0.3% last week. The USGS gauge on the Frio River near Tilden is reporting a
streamflow of 0.00 cubic feet per second again this week. No inflow into Choke Canyon has been
recorded over the past four weeks.

The combined Western Reservoir capacity is 41.4%, compared with 13.3% a year ago.

Lake Texana

As of today, the Lavaca Navidad River Authority (LNRA) reports that Lake Texana's reservoir is
at 89% capacity, compared with 88% at this time last year.

Lower Colorado River

The Lower Colorado River is managed by the Lower Colorado River Authority (LCRA). The City
of Corpus Christi (City) holds an annual run-of-river right of 35,000 acre-feet. Currently, there are
no notices of potential restrictions from LCRA. However, the authority has advised that river flow
is diminishing and that potential restrictions may be imposed within the next seven days.
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Agreed Order and Western Reservoir Pass-Thru Requirements

On August 25, the Executive Director of the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
(TCEQ) approved the request from the City, the Nueces River Authority (NRA), and the City of
Three Rivers to temporarily suspend certain special conditions, including pass-thru requirements,
for the Water Right Permit under the 2001 Agreed Order affecting ADJ 21-3214. This item has
been placed on the TCEQ Commission's agenda for September 9. At that meeting, the Commission
will decide whether to grant, modify, or deny the application. The application may also be sent to
the State Office of Administrative Hearing (SOAH) for an emergency hearing.

Groundwater

Evangeline Groundwater Project

Evangeline Laguna LP's attorney has submitted a scheduling order to the Administrative Law
Judge (ALJ) and all parties involved regarding the contested hearing on drilling and transport
permits. The order includes proposed dates for the proceedings. Responses from the other parties,
including the San Patricio County Groundwater Conservation District (SPCGCD) and the City of
Sinton, have been received. We are awaiting the ALJ to affirm the dates.

The water rights purchase agreement is for a production of approximately 24 MGD. The
production permit has already been approved by the San Patricio County Groundwater
Conservation District (SPCGCD).

Construction on the project continues under Garney Construction (Garney). A total of 51,784
linear feet of pipeline has been installed, with a weekly installation rate of 2,179 linear feet.
Currently, 32% of the pipeline is complete, leaving 109,516 linear feet remaining. Ongoing work
includes the pump station, road construction, site access, and preparations to connect to the Mary
Rhodes Pipeline. Four pipe crews are actively working on site. The TXDOT permit for crossing
US77 has been approved. This week, CCW and City Staff met with Pape Dawson and Garney
Construction to discuss potential next steps in the construction progression of this important
project.

To date, total project expenditures, including professional services, construction services, legal,
and administrative expenses, is $85,348,524.

On February 17, the Council approved the purchase of groundwater rights at Li Ranch. The closing
condition requires the seller to secure permits for production, drilling, and transportation. The total

expenditure for this project is $316,875, which is solely the option fee.

Nueces Groundwater Program

Production across both the Eastern and Western Wellfields has declined further this week. During
the seven-day period, the Nueces Groundwater Program yielded 7.1 million gallons (MG) on
09/03, 6.0 MG on 09/02, 6.5 MG on 09/01, 7 MG on 08/31, 8.1 MG on 08/30, 9.4 MG on 08/29,
and 9.9 MG on 08/28. The average daily production for this period was 7.7 MGD, with a three-






