
SECTION 022420 
SILT FENCE 

 
 
1.  DESCRIPTION 
 
This specification shall govern all work necessary for providing and installing silt fencing required 
to control sedimentation and erosion during construction of the project. 
 
2.  MATERIAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
A. Geotextile shall meet the requirements for temporary silt fence per AASHTO M288. 
 
B. Fence Reinforcement Materials: 
 
 Silt fence reinforcement shall be one of the following systems. 
 
 Type 1: Self-Supported Fence - This system consists of fence posts, spaced no more than 8-

1/2 feet apart, and geotextile without net reinforcement.  Fence posts shall be a minimum of 
42 inches long, embedded at least one (1) foot into the ground, and constructed of either 
wood or steel.  Soft wood posts shall be at least 3 inches in diameter or nominal 2 x 4 
inches in cross section and essentially straight.  Hardwood posts shall be a minimum of 1.5 
x 1.5 inches in cross section.  Fabric attachment may be by staples or locking plastic ties at 
least every 6 inches, or by sewn vertical pockets.  Steel posts shall be T or L shaped with a 
minimum weight of 1.3 pounds per foot.  Attachment shall be by pockets or by plastic ties if 
the posts have suitable projections. 

 
 Type 2:  Net-Reinforced Fence - This system consists of fence posts, spaced no more than 

8-1/2 feet apart, and geotextile with an attached reinforcing net.  Fence posts shall meet the 
requirements of Self-Supported Fence.  Net reinforcement shall be galvanized welded wire 
mesh of at least 12.5-gauge wire with maximum opening size of 4 x 2 inches.  The fabric 
shall be attached to the top of the net by crimping or cord at least every 2 feet, or as 
otherwise specified. 

 
 Type 3:  Triangular Filter Dike - This system consists of a rigid wire mesh, at least 6-gauge, 

formed into an equilateral triangle cross-sectional shape with sides measuring 18 inches, 
wrapped with geotextile silt fence fabric.  The fabric shall be continuously wrapped around 
the dike, with a skirt extending at least 12 inches from its upslope corner. 

 
C. Packaging Requirements:  Prior to installation, the fabric shall be protected from damage 

due to ultraviolet light and moisture by either wrappers or inside storage. 
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D. Certification and Identification:  Each lot or shipment shall be accompanied by a 

certification of conformance to this specification.  The shipment must be identified by a 
ticket or by labels securely affixed to the fabric rolls.  This ticket or label must list the 
following information: 

 
 a. Name of manufacturer or supplier 
 b. Brand name and style 
 c. Manufacturer's lot number or control number 
 d. Roll size (length and width) 
 e. Chemical composition 
 
3.  MEASUREMENT AND PAYMENT 
 
Unless otherwise specified on the Bid Form, silt fence shall be measured by the linear foot.  
Payment shall be at the bid price for the unit of measurement specified and shall be full 
compensation for furnishing all labor, materials, tools, equipment and incidentals necessary to 
complete the work.  Payment shall include, but not be limited to, placing, maintaining and 
removing the silt fence. 
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